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Oregon Death with Dignity Act Statistics 1998 through 2004
Each spring, the Oregon Department of Human Services provides an annual report on physician-assisted suicide in Oregon under the state’s Death with Dignity law (www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/pas). However, the Death with Dignity National Center has received several requests for a current statistical overview (below). For more information, contact Robert C. Kenneth at 503-228-4415 or rkenneth@deathwithdignity.org.

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

98-'04


Prescriptions Written
24

33

39

44

58

67

60

325

Number of PAS Deaths 
16

27

27

21

38

42

37

208



PAS Deaths / 10,000
.06%

.09%

.09%

.07%

.12%

.14%

.12%

.02%


Median Age
70

71

69

68

69

73

64

69


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Race 
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%
White 
16
100%
26
96%
26
96%
20
95%
37
97%
41
98%
37
100%
203
98%
Minority 
0
0%
1
4%
1
4%
1
5%
1
3%
1
2%
0
0%
5
2%

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Gender 
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%

Male 
8
50%
16
59%
12
44%
8
38%
27
71%
19
45%
18
49%
108
52%
Female 
8
50%
11
41%
15
56%
13
62%
11
29%
23
55%
19
51%
100
48%
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Marital Status 
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%

Married 
2
12%
12
44%
18
67%
8
38%
20
53%
15
36%
15
41%
90
43%
Widowed 
5
31%
6
22%
6
22%
5
24%
7
18%
12
29%
6
16%
47
23%
Divorced 
5
31%
8
30%
3
11%
7
33%
9
24%
10
24%
14
38%
56
27%
Never Married 
4
25%
1
4%
0
0%
1
5%
2
5%
5
12%
2
5%
15
7%

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Education
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%
Some High School 
3
19%
2
7%
2
8%
3
14%
4
10%
2
5%
2
5%
18
9%

Some College
9
56%
11
44%
11
42%
10
48%
24
64%
20
48%
16
43%
101
49%

College or Post-Graduate
4
25%
13
48%
13
50%
8
38%
10
26%
20
48%
19
51%
87
42%
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Underlying Disease 
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%

Cancer 
14
87%
17
63%
21
78%
18
86%
32
84%
35
83%
29
78%
166
80

Other diseases 
2
13%
10
37%
6
22%
3
14%
6
16%
7
17%
8
22%
42
20

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Insurance Coverage 
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%

Private 
9
56%
17
63%
16
59%
15
71%
24
63%
22
52%
27
73%
130
63

Medicare or Medicaid 
6
38%
9
33%
9
33%
6
29%
13
34%
20
48%
10
27%
73
35

None 
1
6%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
1
3%
0
0%
0
0%
2
1

Unknown 
0
0%
1
4%
2
7%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
3
1

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hospice Care 
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%

Enrolled 
11
69%
21
78%
23
85%
16
76%
35
92%
39
93%
33
89%
178
86

Declined by Patient 
4
25%
6
22%
3
11%
5
24%
3
8%
3
7%
4
11%
28
13

Unknown 
1
6%
0
0%
1
4%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
0
0%
2
1

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

End-of-Life Concerns
1998
%
1999
%
2000
%
2001
%
2002
%
2003
%
2004
%
98-'04
%

Loss of Autonomy 
12
75%
21
78%
25
93%
16
76%
32
84%
39
93%
32
86%
177
85
Unable to Participate
in Enjoyable Activities 
11
69%
22
82%
21
78%
13
62%
32
84%
39
93%
34
92%
172
83

Loss Bodily Function Control 
9
56%
16
59%
21
78%
9
43%
18
47%
24
57%
24
65%
121
58

Burden on Loved Ones
2
13%
7
26%
17
63%
4
19%
14
37%
16
38%
14
38%
74
36

Inadequate Pain Control 
2
13%
7
26%
8
30%
1
5%
10
26%
9
21%
8
22%
45
22

Treatment Expenses 
0
0%
0
0%
1
4%
1
5%
1
3%
1
2%
2
5%
6
3


The DHS is anticipated to release 2005 statistics by March 2006. To be removed from these notices,
send an e-mail to info@deathwithdignity.org with the word “REMOVE” in the subject line.
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